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Group Lead Volunteer’s Report

All the sections have been busy after coming back in the summer
and all have held activities away from the hut.

The Group attended the Annual Remembrance Service in
Northwood which went very well with a good number attending
from the Group.

3rd Northwood and 6th Northwood also attended as well as the
local Guides. It's great to see all the Groups attending

The heating that we had installed last year has been put to good use
with the winter starting so it's no longer required to wear your coats
on a section evening.

Our Scouting headquarters is now being used by Path Finder
Explorers and REN District Network for their meetings. This means
that the building is now being used most nights of the week. It is a
real change from just six years ago when nobody really wanted to
hold meetings in the old hut!

I must thank all the leaders, members of the committee and parents
who have helped the Scout Group over the past twelve months.
Without you we would not be able to provide such a high standard
of activities for the young people.

| do hope that you all have a nice break over the Christmas period
and that you have the chance to spend time with your friends and
family.

Mike Bennett
Group Lead Volunteer

Jumble Sale 2026!

Not wanting to spoil your memories of the last great event or the
upcoming Christmastide, | am delighted to share with those who
may not know yet that the Grand Jumble Sale 2026 is planned for
June 6th.

The marquee is booked and application for the Hogs Back
completed. There will be recruiting emails in the New Year but until

then.....nothing!

Just put it in your diary and mark up May as busy and forget about
it for now!

With many thanks, in anticipation of a magnificent effort.

Roxana Peters
Executive Committee Member
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Cub Collation

The Cubs returned from the summer holidays ready for another busy term of activities, fun and games. Over the term they have
completed their Road Safety and Science badges as well as activities that count towards their Top Award. These included cooking
on fires (introducing some cubs to sausages and beans), knots and pioneering.

At the beginning of October, Kaa (Rachel) ran her last meeting on maps and hike skills before she left us for a new posting in
Gloucestershire, This was her second posting in Northwood so maybe she'll be back again one day.

Lots of the Pack joined the District Cub Activity Day at PACCAR where they enjoyed pedal carts, rifle shooting, the nightline,
bouldering and a tree walk. The weather was very kind to us as it was warm and dry. Everyone enjoyed their day. At half term, we
said goodbye to Oliver and Raghav who moved on to Scouts. Oliver was presented with his Chief Scout Silver Award at his final
meeting; congratulations Oliver.

We had a night hike which saw the Cubs walk from Ruislip Lido to Mad Bess Woods before rejoining Ruislip Woods and walking
back to the Scout HQ. Hot Dogs were waiting for them cooked by Doug, Mike and Luke, followed by The Twits (new Netflix film),
hot chocolate and bed.

The Cubs cooked their own eggs for breakfast after tidying up their kit, leaving the leaders with the challenge of folding pop up
tents - if anyone is an expert, please volunteer to come to the end of the next sleepover; looking after Cubs is much easier than
folding pop up tents!

The last few weeks have seen the Cubs prepare twenty parcels for Troops abroad at Christmas. These were once again delivered
to RAF Northolt who will send them on to Troops either abroad or posted in the UK this Christmas. That meeting led into our
Remembrance Day activities including making felt poppies and attending the service at Northwood War Memorial.

By the time you read this, the Cubs will have made lots of Christmas treats and received badges to be sewn on over the holidays
including Chief Scout Silver Awards for Matthew and Joshua. We say goodbye to these two and to Max who move up to Scouts in
January. Another busy term made possible by the leaders, young leaders and the parents who come and help whenever we ask
for extra pairs of hands. Enjoy the Christmas break and we'll be ready to go again in January.

Christine Bennett
1st Northwood Cub Pack - Leader
Ruislip Eastcote Northwood

Below we see the Cubs taking part in some of their varied activities
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Scout Report

The Scouts came back raring to go and jumped straight back into badge work on the Friday Night meetings. Activities on the
Friday meetings have included pioneering, fithess sessions, Money Skills and a Trading game. The highlight seems to be an
evening when we discussed how the Parliament works and they had fun debating new laws that they wanted to create. They
all watched a short video about how the Speaker controls the Members of Parliament and it was a real eye opener about the
behaviour of the Members in the house.

A weekend camp was held at Stoke Poges which was enjoyed by all who attended. The camp activities were back to the basics
of camp craft, including axe and saw, pioneering and fire lighting.

We had the annual water activity day at the Activity Centre in Rickmansworth Aquadrome, where the whole District comes
together to take partin various water-based activity. Sailing, canoeing, paddle boarding and Dragon Boat racing. This year | am
pleased to say that it was dry which was a complete change to the year before. It was great to see such a high turnout as there
were over a hundred scouts in attendance.

The District held an activity day covering lots of the basic skills which a good number attended from the Group. There was also
a competition between the Groups and although | am still to be told the official placing, the Group improved on last year.

The annual Remembrance Service was attended by the Group and we had over twenty-five in attendance. It's also nice to see
us walking down carrying the section flags showing all the passers-by one of the faces of Scouting. It is interesting that when
we get closer to the memorial everyone seems to watch us take up our position at the front almost as if the Service couldn't
start without us. The weather was dry but cold and | personally thought that the attendance was up on previous years. Well
done to all those who attended as they did 1st Northwood Scouts proud.

Mike Bennett
Group Lead Volunteer

Below we see Scouts engaging in a ‘Pioneering’ activity

-
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Beaver Blog

The Beavers have had a very busy term, packed with outdoor adventures, badge work, crafts and
games. We began with a session of fun ice-breaker games to help everyone get to know each
other. Next we worked towards the Outdoors Challenge Award by making fat-ball bird feeders
and getting messy with leaf printing!

We also enjoyed a brilliant weekend of paddle sports and a sleepover. Saturday afternoon saw
Beavers take part in a three-hour paddle sports session at Bury Lake, where they had the chance
to try Katakanus, Dragon Boats and Mega SUPs. Afterwards, some of the Beavers returned to the
hut for dinner and a sleepover. They took part in a pioneering activity, made camp blankets for their
teddies, and ended the evening with a campfire complete with hot chocolate, s’mores and songs.

Next came a Beaver Safari at the Ealing Beaver Project at Paradise Fields. The project aims to
reintroduce beavers into the wild in the UK. Although we didn’t manage to spot any real beavers,
1st Northwood Beavers did find evidence of them, including gnawed trees and small dams. The
Beavers also enjoyed following a trail to learn about different animals, their habitats and diets, and
took part in some brass rubbings.

Back at the hut the following week, the Beavers worked on their Level 1 Air Activities badge. They
had great fun making and flying paper helicopters and planes, learning about different aircraft and
their roles, and even re-enacting what it’s like to fly. Another outdoor session saw the Beavers
working towards their Cyclist badge. Hillside School kindly allowed us to use their car park so that
the Beavers could ride safely and learn basic bike maintenance.

This term also included the District Beaver Quiz Night at Sacred Heart Church. The mixed teams
did really well, and the Beavers enjoyed making friends from other groups. All the Leaders were
impressed by everyone’s general knowledge! Our final meeting before half term featured
Halloween crafts and games. As always, we handed out the badges earned so far—and were
surprised to find we had over a hundred to award. We really had been busy!

After half term, our first meeting focused on learning about Remembrance ahead of the Northwood
Remembrance Parade, where our Beavers represented the Group brilliantly. The following week
was packed with science experiments—the favourite was learning about diffusion by adding water
to a circle of Skittles. Eating the sweets afterwards was very popular too!

As the weather turned colder, our Beavers braved the icy temperatures and dark evenings for two
sessions at Paccar Scout Camp. They tried abseiling (a first for 1st Northwood Beavers!), zip wires
and tomahawk throwing. We were so impressed with how bravely they approached these
challenging activities, and several Personal Challenge Awards were earned.

As we approach the end of term, the Beavers will be working towards their Creative badge while
also learning about Hanukkah and Christmas.

We have also been lucky to welcome five new leaders to the team this term, all bringing wonderful
new ideas to our planning meetings. A warm welcome to Adam Stapley, Patrick Bushell, Sam

Robinson, Alison Parkinson and Rebecca Ramtej. and a big thank-you to all our parent helpers this
term!

Gabrielle (Bluebell) and Victoria (Hedagehoq)

Scouts 1st Northwood

First News Issue 116

b

it




First News Issue 116

Explorer Round-up

The autumn term for Explorers always starts with a refresher on knots and pioneering as the first camp of the term comes before
the end of September. This is the infamous Sky Camp where Explorers use their pioneering skills to build a platform to live on for
twelve hours (Saturday afternoon, Saturday night and Sunday breakfast). They have to have a theme, successful knots, complete
challenges and cook their own dinner on their platform. We had lots of teams who all did well with our Year 13s winning the
overall competition.

With Sky Camp completed, it was on to expedition preparations for the eighteen who were going to Brecon at half term to
complete either silver or gold Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. They planned routes, sorted out menus, checked their kit and
refreshed their map reading. The rest of the Unit had other activities to keep them busy including a visit to PACCAR. helping
WRAP (Watford Recycling Arts Project) move building and cooking apple turnovers on open fires.

The expeditions were completed in the Brecon Beacons despite the best efforts of the Welsh weather. The previously small
streams were in flood so couldn't be crossed meaning the Gold group had to assess and plan a new route for their first day. With
the knowledge in hand, the leaders were able to agree new routes with the Silver groups who started a day later. Rivers sorted.
next problem, the remnants of the storms that had battered America. Fifty mph winds on the tops meant more re-routing for all
groups to follow lower level paths for safety. The last day was much better weather and all the groups were able to walk over
Peny Fan. They all coped admirably with the changes to the routes they planned and successfully completed their expeditions.

Since half term, the units focus has been on the local community. They helped with the preparations for the Northwood
Remembrance service which was well attended by the unit members. This was followed by a meeting finding out about the role
of food banks and collecting a large quantity of donations which we loaded into our presenter’s car.

Next up was Northwood Hills Christmas Lights Switch On where Explorers provided vital manpower erecting gazebos and the

stage, putting out chairs and helping set up in the morning before the second team arrived in the afternoon to tidy it all up again
and unpack back at the Scout HQ.

The last few weeks of term have seen them geocaching in Rickmansworth, polishing up on important life skills, taking part in team
challenges and of course making Christmas treats.

The leaders are ready for the Christmas break although they are already planning events for next year including February Freezer,
the Monopoly Run, Summer Camp and more Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.

Christine Bennett
Poindextor ESU - Leader

Below are the Explorers relaxing at Sky Camp and at the Northwood Hills Christmas Lights Switch On

L
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Chairman’s Notes

At the AGM in September, | took on the role of Chairman of Trustees. The role of the trustees is to make sure the Scout Group is
run safely and legally, and to help other volunteers run the Scout programme that gives young people skills for life. A key part of
that is to provide the wherewithal for the Sections to run their meetings, and that means maintaining the Scouting Centre and
providing the funds for the effective operation of the Group.

As you know, we have one major fund-raiser each year, the Jumble Sale, but there is a constant stream of jobs that need doing all
through the year.

We own and run a minibus, which means the leaders can take their Sections out for events and activities without worrying about
how to get there. We also subsidise some of the more exciting (and therefore expensive) camps and events. For example this year
we subsidised Scouts attending the Kandersteg Outdoor Activity Centre in Switzerland.

A few weeks ago we arranged a weekend working party to do a big tidy up, cutting hedges, clearing out the undergrowth that
had sprung up in the drainage ditch at the back of the building, sweeping leaves and clearing out bits and pieces of rubbish that
had accumulated.

This was followed by a couple of trips to the Council waste disposal facility. | also arrange smaller working groups during the
week, to do specific jobs such as trailer maintenance, minor hut repairs and maintenance. A major job which we must start soon is
to repaint the outside doors of the building — can you believe it is six years since we had our opening ceremony? If any Group
parents would like to offer help with jobs such as these, please get in touch with me by phone or email.

| said we only have one fund-raiser per year, which is not strictly true. We collect scrap metal and cable throughout the year, and
this earns us another two thousand pounds or so each year. | cleared all the metal from Jumble in June, and by September we had
collected enough for another trip to the dealer. This time we came away with £610. Only £110 of that was for scrap iron and steel,
the real money is in cable, copper and brass. So when your electrician or plumber next does some work for you at home, please
ask him if you can keep the leftover scrap items.

Richard Plume
richard.plume@bronzesilvergold.co.uk
07775 627795

A Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
to AUl Our Readers
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