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Group Lead Volunteer’s Report

Wow, what a summer it has been. As | write this, we have not had
any meaningful amount of rain for almost two months. Now cast
your mind back to the week of the Jumble when all that | worried
about was would the sun ever come out and the rain stop!

Unfortunately, it rained and rained that week and on the day itself,
which had an effect on the numbers that came on the day. Although
the numbers were down, the customers didn’t leave their wallets at
home and continued to spend as if the sun was shining. | am pleased
to say that it was yet another successful Jumble. Roll on next year.

| want to thank the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, parents,
friends, leaders and committee members for all the help they gave
during the build up to the Jumble and of course on the day itself. You
may think that the hard work stops at 5pm on the day but there is a
small group of merry helpers who continue to clear away into the
evening and then start again on Sunday morning .There is always
space if you would like to volunteer and join this band of helpers.
Just get in contact. With the preparations for Jumble underway, the
sections were out and about with hiking in the local area, delivering
leaflets and visits to activity centres.

You will have seen that the group have recently invested in solar
panels on the roof of the headquarters. This will reduce our
outgoings as well as doing our bit for the environment.

| understand that the District St George’s Day Celebrations went
well with good attendance. | couldn’t be there this year as | was
accompanying my son Luke to Windsor Castle where he was
recognised for completing the Kings Scout Award, which he did
through Poindextor Explorers.

There was a good turnout for our Group camp to Phasels Wood last
term. The highlight for the Scouts was making and using cardboard
ovens. Unfortunately, we need to put a lot more thought into this, as
several of the ovens went up in flames! We did have some success
and managed to make cheese on toast, which was lovely.

All the section leaders have been busy planning activities for the
new term so please keep a look out for that email. Hope you all had
a good summer and a great holiday if you went away.

Mike Bennett
Group Lead Volunteer

The Fundraising Never Stops!

The Jumble Sale is, of course, our major fund-raising event of the
year, but many other activities continue throughout the year.
There’s the scrap metal collections, eBay sales and working away
quietly in the background we have easyfundraising.

I'm sure most of us now shop online, sometimes there’s no
alternative due to the lack of local retail outlets available. But did
you know you could be helping to raise money for 1st Northwood
Scouts simply by shopping online? We set up an account called 1st
Northwood Scouts New Hut Appeal with easyfundraising back in
2017 as one of the many strands of our New Hut Appeal campaign.
The account still functions and to date we have raised £1,423 just
a few pennies or pounds at a time. Every little really does help!

easyfundraising turns your everyday online shopping into FREE
donations when you use them to shop with over eight thousand
retailers such as eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS and
Booking.com. Retailers then make a small donation to say ‘thank
you’ and easyfundraising gives those free funds to the cause. At
present we have only twenty supporters signed up — why don’t
you join them? Please register using this link — just click sign up -
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-
1/?invite=TLHI6S&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-
eferral&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=email&char=172311

Plus, once you've raised your first donation, easyfundraising will
give 1st Northwood Scouts New Hut Appeal a £2 bonus donation!
Happy shopping!

Ros Plume
PS We just sold a signed first edition Harry Potter book for £175
on eBay. Well done to the book sorter who spotted that one!

scouts.org.uk/join
#SkillsForLife

Copyright 2018 The Scout Association Registered Charity numbers 306101/SC038437

@ /scoutsassociation
© @UKScouting
www.1lstnorthwoodscouts.org.uk 1




First News Issue 118

Cub Collation

Looking back to see what the Cubs did over the last term reminds me how busy they were! Before the term properly started, the
Cubs had a great day at PACCAR joining in MiniJam - a Cub and Beaver takeover of the site with the opportunity to try new
activities, meet the animals at the visiting farm and have fun. Thank you to the other section leaders and parents who came to help
supervise for the day.

With Jumble not until June and Easter early we unusually had three weeks of meetings before jumble started. We made good use
of the hut in those weeks with lots of Problem-Solving games and learning camp skills. We also found out about the local area,
creating a large map on the hall floor - not sure you'd be able to navigate by it as Eastcote somehow landed between Northwood
and Northwood Hills! The first half of the Pack visited Fauna Vets in Northwood learning about animal care and what to think
about when choosing a pet; the rest went after jumble. Then it was time for jumble leaflets; three weeks of the leaders and parents
trying to keep up with the Cubs who seem to think that delivering leaflets can only be done if they run! Thank you to everyone who
came along to help especially on the day - sorry for the large amount of "must have" items that some of the Cubs managed to buy!

With the hall still full of jumble leftovers the first week back, we were due to do archery at Walter Davies campsite but a massive
thunderstorm and rain at 5pm saw us cancel the meeting - it was then a lovely evening but we weren't to know; that was probably
the last rain we had as | write this during the fifth heat wave of the summer. We did get two visits to do the archery and air rifle
shooting; thanks to Connor and Phil for being our instructors. Some of the Cubs were very good marksmen.

The weather has caused other changes to the programme this term with meetings run outside because the hall was too hot or
changed to involve water games to cool everyone down. The favourite was the slippery slide on the Hogs Back for our last meeting
of term - all the Cubs plus some siblings and a parent got very wet!

This year marked the 110th Birthday for Cubs. The District team arranged a water activity session at Bury Lake with lots to try,
plenty of fun and birthday cake. We also joined the rest of the Group for Family Camp at Phasels Wood. Friday night saw everyone
having a go on the Cresta Run before hot dogs and bed. Then over the rest of the weekend the Cubs got to enjoy some of the site
activities; cook their lunch on a fire (probably the last fires before the site had to ban them due to the dry conditions); and take part
in @ wide game based around the orienteering course. We all enjoyed the campfire and s'mores on Saturday evening before tired
Cubs (and leaders) went to bed. Sunday morning saw more activities for the Cubs whilst the leaders and parents started packing
up then it was time to return to Northwood and probably the quickest unpacking | can remember. Thanks to all the parents who
came back to help.

At our last meeting we were very pleased to present Tal with his Chief Scout Silver Award before wishing him well as he moves
to Edgeware for Scouts. We also said goodbye to Aythan as he moves to Scouts in September but we'll still see him at Group
events - good luck to you both as you continue your Scouting adventures. Finally thank you to Raksha (Helen) and Chil (Jack) for
all your work this term and to Gabrielle (Bluebell) who stepped down as Beaver leader but came and helped us as she was bringing
Tal over for Cubs; we'll miss your help next term!

Christine Bennett
1t Northwood Pack Leader
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Scout Report

The Scouts have been as active as ever and a large number of awards and badges have been handed out. Top Awards were
presented to James, Eden, Leeya, Emily, Nairit, Noah, Jamie and Daniel. Well done to them all for their hard work in achieving
this award and enjoy your next Scouting adventure in Explorers (or Cadets for some). We also said goodbye to Duarte who has
moved to Portugal.

We had a Troop camp at Tolmers near Cuffley, which we haven’t been to in years, and had a back to basic camping experience.
Unfortunately the week before we went, fire restrictions were announced so no open fires were allowed which restricted what
had been planned. Despite this all had a good time and you can read about it in Sebastian’s report below.

Activities away from the hut included hiking, visits to the local Girl Guide centre where they completed Archery and the Assault
Course. The highlight towards the end of term was sailing at Bury Lake. Our final evening in the warm sunshine was spent
with the Scouts participating in Circus Skills activities, some successfully, others not. We had a BBQ (thank you Tim) and a cake
to celebrate Jon’s 60th birthday the following day.

Our older Scouts took part in an expedition training day with Poindextor Explorers, walking from Chesham to Chalfont. A month
later they completed the expedition challenge in the Chilterns - two days walking with an overnight camp; unlike Duke of
Edinburgh they didn't have to carry all their kit. They did well and are ready to do Duke of Edinburgh Bronze next year.

Below are reports of the Group and Scout Troop camp written by Joshua and Sebastian respectively, so please read and enjoy.

Mike Bennett
Group Lead Volunteer

This year's Group Camp was really fun. On the first evening after we arrived everyone went to the Cresta run, a big ramp that you race down
on trolleys. Before everyone went to bed, we had hotdogs. The subsequent day the Scouts climbed the high ropes, and did archery in the
morning, but lunch was one of the most interesting bits. We built our own microwaves by covering the inside of a box with tinfoil and putting
an instant barbecue or an actual fire in it. Two boxes burned down but one worked, so we all cooked our cheese toasties in it. After lunch we
practiced orienteering in small groups with Beavers and Cubs. Every day we had a bit of free time to play frisbee, football or other stuff. For
dinner we had bolognaise before lighting a campfire and singing some songs, roasting marshmallows and drinking hot chocolate

On the final day we did go-karts and rock climbing. This was the first camp where | reached the top of the climbing wall and I'm very proud. It
was a very good camp and I'll definitely go again. Joshua Lane

I really enjoyed the weekend out with Scouts. My favourite activity was rock climbing because it was both challenging and exciting. | also
enjoyed cooking, as it gave me the chance to learn how to use different cooking equipment and work as part of a team. The best parts of the
trip were spending time with my friends, having fun, and sharing lots of laughs.

During the camp | learned how to use different tools safely and correctly. | gained experience using a saw, an axe and a knife for different
tasks. | would like to thank my Scout leaders, Mike, Jon, and Thomas, for making the trip so enjoyable and helping us learn new skills. | can't
wait for my next Scout adventure! Sebastian Radacina
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Beaver Blog

It's been another busy term for our Beavers, with plenty of time spent outside. Our term started in
the Easter holidays, when some of our Beavers attended Minijam at Paccar, along with our Cubs.
This event was organised by Paccar as an activity weekend for Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs. We
had every type of weather throughout the day, but the Beavers had a great time trying adventurous
activities such as the zip wires, crate stacking, abseiling and laser tag.

Starting our term proper, meetings at the hut kicked off with first aid, where the Beavers learnt
about the recovery position, how to apply bandages and how to treat various injuries. The
following two sessions saw the Beavers work towards their Gardening badge, finding out what
happens to trees in different seasons and learning about different tools and what they are used
for, before planting sunflowers, broad beans and cress. The Beavers were tasked with taking their
plants home and looking after them for two months, while recording what they saw.

We then moved into jumble mode, with three meetings given over to delivering leaflets. We were
so impressed with how many Beavers showed up each week and the energy they had. We

completed our routes in record time this year!

After half-term and the jumble sale, we had a couple of meetings away from the hut, kicking off
with another visit to Paccar. The Beavers split into two groups, with one group getting a chance to
go caving and the other throwing tomahawks. It was a fun evening that contributed towards their
Adventure Challenge Award and, for some, their Personal Challenge Award. The following week
saw us visit Oxhey Woods for a walk and to learn about camouflage. We all got caught in a
downpour at the end, and the evening finished with some very soggy Beavers and Leaders. We
also awarded Evie her Chief Scout’'s Bronze Award (the highest award a Beaver can earn) —

congratulations, Eviel

Our next meeting saw us back at the hut, where the Beavers worked in small groups to make
damper bread dough before heading outside to toast it over campfires. At the following meeting,
the Beavers worked towards their Health and Fitness badge by holding a sports day on the Hogs
Back. They learnt how to take their pulse before taking part in various agility-based team games.
They then raced to the top of the hill before taking their pulse again. Their heart rates had got a
Lot faster!

The first weekend in July saw eighteen Beavers and their families head to Phasels Wood for our
Group Camp. We had wonderful weather, and the Beavers enjoyed climbing, Aeroball, caving,
Spider Mountain and the night line, as well as joining with the Cubs to cook sausages and beans
over a campfire for lunch and taking partin an orienteering wide game with both Cubs and Scouts.
Of course, no camp would be complete without s’mores and campfire songs! A great weekend was
had by all. A big thank you to all the parents who came along and helped to make the camp run

smoothly.

Our final two sessions saw the Beavers complete the Health and Fitness badge by learning how
to look after their teeth and eat healthily, before heading to Bury Lake for an evening on the
Katakanus. We're not sure what the Beavers enjoyed more — paddling around the lake on the boats

and taking part in races, or jumping into the lake for a swim at the end!

We awarded over ninety badges at the end of term, showing just how hard the Beavers have
worked. We are very proud of how they have all tried their best this year!

Beaver Leaders

Scouts 1st Northwood
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Explorer Round-up

Like all the other sections the Explorers have enjoyed the opportunity to be out and about this term. In recalling what we've done
we have to go back to Easter weekend when an intrepid group were to be found in Oxfordshire for Duke of Edinburgh Silver
expeditions. Unusually for this term we had challenges with the weather - some very strong winds tested out their tent pitching.
All did well despite the challenges and enjoyed their expedition.

A month later it was the turn of the younger members joined by some older Scouts for a Bronze training day and then their
expedition in the Chilterns.

The Duke of Edinburgh season finished with Gold and Silver Expeditions on Exmoor following on from summer camp. They
survived some warm weather but did also get some rain! Thanks to all the leaders that support the expeditions.

Alongside expedition planning, the unit have done model making (Warhammer); refreshed key life skills (ironing, sewing,
woodwork, bike maintenance and more); and cooking. They've also completed a picture trail in Croxley, enjoyed PACCAR activities,
pioneering and paddling on Bury Lake.

A small group had the opportunity to attend the State Opening of Parliament as part of the welcoming team which was an amazing
event to participate in.

The term for some finished with a BBQ alongside preparations for summer camp. This year's summer camp was to the Mendips
in Somerset. We had thirty Explorers with six leaders and visits from two more leaders to help with transport logistics. Our base
was a local Scout HQ with space for camping close to the village which gave the Explorers an opportunity to go to the shops and
use the local park (and loose/burst several footballs!)

Over the week we watched stock car racing, visited Glastonbury where we climbed the Tor; had a go at caving and climbing; went
to the seaside and held a sandcastle competition although no one was brave enough to swim; visited Bristol and paddle-boarded
in the harbour; and went to Cheddar Gorge for "tourist" caves, a climb up Jacob's Ladder and lots of cheese eating/buying. In the
evenings, the Explorers cooked dinner for everyone and enjoyed downtime with cards and other games; unfortunately no camp
fires or s'mores due to the exceptionally dry conditions (although we did have some rain one day!) Now for a few weeks rest
before the autumn term starts!

Christine Bennett
Poindextor ESU - Leader
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Chairman’s Notes

You will have noticed that since the Jumble Sale, we have had Solar Panels installed on our South-facing roof, along with three
storage batteries in the roof space over the kitchen. The capacity of the batteries is a total of eighteen Kilowatt Hours. While this
won't be enough to power all our heating on a winter’s evening, it will go a long way towards it, and we can recharge with cheap
overnight electricity if there isn't enough sun in the day to charge us up again.

Our summer bill has already dropped significantly, and on one of the sunniest days recently we recorded sixty-five Kilowatt Hours
of power being transmitted back into the grid. Our current contract doesn’t allow for payment to us for this, but our contract
expires later this year and we will arrange a new contract that pays us for what we put back into the grid. The Solar installation
cost us just over £20,000 and we expect to see this paid back over about six or seven years.

| hope you enjoyed the flowers that we planted in the tubs by the front door and across the front of the hut. We have managed to
keep them alive during the intense heat of the last few weeks.

The Scout and Explorer Sections have been busy through the summer holidays with camps and expeditions, and | look forward
hearing about these activities at the AGM in September, and hope to see you there.

Richard Plume
Committee Chairman
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To all Readers of First News
an invitation to the AGM at which there will be the obligatory
business followed by an amazing presentation of the fun,
adventures and games enjoyed throughout the past year.

The evening will culminate with light refreshments during which
time there will be opportunities to speak to leaders and executive
alike to find out their highlights, or what sort of help they need or
the plans as they see them for the future. All your questions
answered and plenty of time to tell them all what a great job they
are doing.

Make 7pm on Friday September 11 a priority.

Come to the Scout hut and make a difference!
We need to know if you are coming or would like to register your
apologies: all replies please, to

Roxana Peters roxana.peters@virginmedia.com
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